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Total 49% 46% 62% 24%
Republican 81% 15% 56% 31%
Democrat 26% 68% 71% 16%
Independent 41% 52% 58% 29%
Conservative Democrats 60% 35% 73% 18%
Moderate/Liberal Democrats 15% 79% 70% 17%
Moderate/Liberal Republicans 68% 28% 69% 18%
Conservative Republicans 91% 7% 48% 40%
Not College Grad 51% 43% 64% 22%
College Degree/Post Grad 44% 51% 62% 26%

President Bush Governor Easley

Do you approve or disapprove of the job 
George W. Bush has been doing as President?

Do you approve or disapprove of the job 
Mike Easley has been doing as Governor? 
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Governor Easley currently enjoys strong approval ratings, including a majority approval among
Republicans, while President BushÕs ratings are extremely polarized.
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Total 35% 42% 17%
Republican 33% 41% 20%
Democrat 38% 41% 14%
Independent 33% 46% 17%
Moderate/Liberal Republicans 28% 50% 17%
Conservative Republicans 36% 37% 21%
Moderate/Liberal Democrats 35% 44% 13%
Conservative Democrats 45% 37% 16%
Not College Grad 38% 36% 18%
College Degree/Post Grad 31% 50% 16%

How often do you think that the cost of running for office keeps qualified people from running? Would
you say almost always, frequently, seldom or do you think the cost never keeps qualified people 
from running for office? 

Over 3-quarters of NC voters feel that the cost of running for office keeps qualified people from
running.  This is one of the few issues in todayÕs political environment that Republicans,
Democrats, conservatives and liberals can all agree on.
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Total 57% 32% 8%
Republican 47% 41% 8%
Democrat 63% 27% 7%
Independent 64% 28% 7%
Moderate/Liberal Republicans 47% 42% 7%
Conservative Republicans 47% 40% 9%
Moderate/Liberal Democrats 64% 27% 7%
Conservative Democrats 62% 30% 5%
Not College Grad 56% 31% 8%
College Degree/Post Grad 59% 32% 7%

How much influence do you think campaign contributions made to elected officials have on their decisions? 

Voters universally think that campaign contributions have at least some influence on elected
officialsÕ decisions once they are in office.  Republicans are slightly less likely than others to think
these contributions have a Ògreat dealÓ of influence.
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What is the primary reason you donÕt always vote in elections?  Is it because youÉ  
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Don't know enough about
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More than a third of those who do not vote in all elections have not voted in the past
because of a lack of information about the candidates.
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[HALF SAMPLE] Now I am going to read you a list of people and ask you to identify them if you can. 
Some may be elected officials, some may not. When I read you the name, please tell me the office you think 
that person holds or held. If you do not think the person holds an office please say Òno officeÓ.  If you are 
not sure, please say ÒdonÕt knowÓ.  For example, if I say ÒGeorge WashingtonÓ you should say ÒPresidentÓ. 
If I say ÒBugs BunnyÓ you should say ÒNo OfficeÓ. 

HereÕs the first oneÉ

Percentage Correctly Identified

While past research has shown that North Carolina voters prefer voting for as many offices as possible, it
appears most have no idea who they are voting for in down-ticket races.  The fact that only 2% of North
Carolina voters can correctly identify Leslie Merit as the State Auditor brings into question how informed voters
are on Election Day when choosing down-ticket candidates.
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[HALF SAMPLE]  I would now like to read you the names of several statewide offices and have you tell me the
name of the person currently holding it.  If you are not sure who holds that particular office, please say ÒdonÕt knowÓ. 

HereÕs the first oneÉ

Percentage Correctly Named

Very few voters are able to name any statewide elected officials other than the Governor.  This is not an issue
of education, as only 7% of college graduates are able to name the State Treasurer and only 5% of college
grads can name the State Auditor.
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[HALF SAMPLE] Some people say North Carolina 
elects too many elected officials, some of whom the typical
voter does not know much about.  There are many offices 
on the NC Council of State, such as the Commissioner of
Insurance and Superintendent of Public Instruction, for 
example, that in other states are appointed by the Governor 
rather than elected.  This proposal would pass Constitutional 
amendments making the NC Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
Auditor, Treasurer, and Attorney General the elected executive
officers of the state.

[HALF SAMPLE] Some people say North Carolina 
elects too many elected officials, some of whom the typical 
voter does not know much about.  There are many offices on 
the NC Council of State, such as the Commissioner of 
Insurance and Superintendent of Public Instruction, for 
example, that in other states are appointed by the Governor 
rather than elected.  This proposal would pass Constitutional
amendments making the NC Secretary of State, Commissioner 
of Labor, Commissioner of Agriculture, Commissioner of 
Insurance and Superintendent of Public Instruction offices 
appointed by the Governor. 
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While a lack of information regarding down-ticket candidates is clearly a problem, many voters are
still hesitant to support appointments.  Ballot language that does not specifically cite appointments
as well as cite who would not be elected receives less resistance than more specific language
regarding offices that would be appointed.
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In North Carolina, voters elect several executive offices such as a Commissioner of Labor, Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Commissioner of Insurance and Superintendent of Public Instruction.  Much of the money spent in campaigns for these offices 
comes from people or businesses involved in the areas these offices regulate.  This proposal would replace private contributions 
for these campaigns with public funding, but only if the candidates voluntarily agree to accept spending limits.
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There is strong bi-partisan support for using public financing for Council of State races to avoid
potential conflicts of interest due to donations.



10 June 6-8, 2005

If the only difference between two candidates running for office was that one used taxpayer money to 
run his campaign and the other used special interest money, which one would you vote for? 

Taxpayer 
Money

Special Interest 
Money

Don't 
Know

Total 49% 28% 21%
Republican 46% 27% 25%
Democrat 53% 29% 16%
Independent 53% 23% 21%
Moderate/Liberal Republicans 50% 27% 21%
Conservative Republicans 44% 28% 27%
Moderate/Liberal Democrats 54% 30% 14%
Conservative Democrats 56% 25% 15%
Not College Grad 42% 35% 21%
College Degree/Post Grad 61% 15% 21%

The negative reaction of special interests trumps that of using tax dollars to fund campaigns, even
with the anti-tax sentiment shared by many NC voters.
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In North Carolina, if you vote early, you are allowed to vote by mail, to vote at the board of elections office, or at any sites 
the county has set up for early voting.  If you vote on Election Day, you have to vote at a specific polling place, called a 
precinct in order to reduce election fraud.

In the last election, thousands of voters went to the wrong precinct.  Their votes were set aside, to be counted separately.  
Some people say that these votes should be counted and added to the totals, even if they were cast in the wrong place. 
Other people say only votes cast in the right precinct should be counted.

Do you think that these votes SHOULD or SHOULD NOT be counted? 
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Total 62% 34%
Republican 50% 49%
Democrat 69% 26%
Independent 72% 25%
Moderate/Liberal Republicans 64% 36%
Conservative Republicans 40% 57%
Moderate/Liberal Democrats 71% 23%
Conservative Democrats 61% 37%
Not College Grad 63% 32%
College Degree/Post Grad 60% 37%

62%

34%

2%

While nearly two-thirds of North Carolina voters overall want votes that are cast in the wrong precinct to be
counted, registered Republicans are split on this, with a majority of conservative Republicans saying votes cast
in the wrong precinct should not be counted.  76% of African American voters say that these votes should be
counted, compared with 57% of white voters.
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In one county in North Carolina last year, an electronic voting machine malfunctioned and about 4,500 votes from people 
whom had voted early were lost.  This malfunction was not discovered until after the election.

Some people say the people whose votes were lost should have been allowed to vote again.  Other people say that 
after the election is over, there should not be any new voting because it would cost too much of taxpayers money.

If something like this happens in the future, do you think that these voters SHOULD or SHOULD NOT be allowed to re-vote? 
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Total 73% 22%

Republican 66% 30%

Democrat 78% 18%

Independent 76% 17%

Moderate/Liberal Republicans 73% 25%

Conservative Republicans 61% 33%

Moderate/Liberal Democrats 80% 15%

Conservative Democrats 75% 22%

Not College Grad 75% 22%

College Degree/Post Grad 70% 23%
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Three-quarters of voters say that voters should be given an opportunity to re-vote if there is a
voting machine malfunction, even if it costs the taxpayers money.
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Conclusions

1. Voters of all parties have developed a jaded view of elections, with an impression that money
keeps good people from running, and worse yet, that it creates the potential for conflicts of
interest.

2. Compounding this dissatisfaction with the current state of campaigns is the fact that voters
have little information regarding down-ticket candidates, with almost no knowledge of any
statewide elected official other than Governor or U.S Senate.

3. To overcome the problems voters see in the role money (or lack thereof) plays in down-ticket
elections, voters overwhelmingly support public financing of elections, even if it means
spending more tax dollars.  Voters are split however on the issue of appointing Council of
State offices.


